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English Speech Contest

Every year during the cultural festival, all three grades of the junior high school participate in an English speech contest. The
theme differs for each of the year groups and is designed amongst other things to highlight the English learnt throughout the
students’ time at the school. The main aim of the contest is to give speakers the opportunity to practice present and display
their language skills to a wide audience; skills that are required in order for Japan to compete in a globally competitive
market place where English holds the key to success for future Japanese generations. The speech contest currently has
an international element with the inclusion of the assistant principal of a school in England as a judge who joins via a live
video link. The speech contest is then watched at a later date by students in the UK through a U-stream link found on Tokyo
Seitoku’s website. The themes for this year’s speech contest were:

1** Grade: My favorite people 2" Grade: Stereotypes of Japan 3™ Grade: Places in Japan

Simon Brass the assistant principal of Brigshaw High school in England described the speech contest in the following way;
“The speech contest gives students at Tokyo Seitoku the opportunity to learn how to listen to advice, improve pronunciation,
develop presentation skills, learn how to communicate in front of a large audience and learn how to persuade an audience

through the way they deliver their speeches.....all vital skills for the future of any individual entering the global marketplace”.

Mr. Brass along with 21 Junior High school students will participate in a homestay at Tokyo Seitoku in June 2015. During this
time students from both countries will study presentation and speaking skills together.

To see this year’s speech contest in full please visit the Tokyo Seitoku website
http://www.tokyoseitoku.jp/js/index.html
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Message to Students

Learning English is not easy. However, it is not difficult either. The best way for Japanese students to learn English is to be an
active learner.

Stepl: students should search for English - don’t wait for it! Instead of using a Tango-cho, make a personal Tango-cho.
Instead of watching English TV for entertainment only, study and learn the real meaning of the dialogue and story. Most

importantly, in class and at school events students should ask your(foreign) teacher questions.

StepR: students should set weekly goals. For example, memorize 10 verbs in a week. Step-by-step, week-by-week, you will
improve!

John(Edward Francis) Davey
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